Agenda

Red Rock Corridor Commission
May 27, 2010
3:30 p.m.
Cottage Grove City Hall, Council Chambers
7516 80th Street South
Cottage Grove, MN

Action Requested
1. Consent Items
a. Minutes of the April 29, 2010 Meeting*
b. Checks and Claims*

Approval

2. Legislative Update* – WCRRA
a. State
b. Federal

Information

3. Red Rock State and Federal Funds* – WCRRA

Discussion

4. Union Depot Project Update – Mortenson Construction

Information

5. East Metro Rail Capacity Study Update – RCRRA

Information

6. Station Area Planning Study Update - WCRRA

Information

7. Commission Advocacy and Conference Attendance* - WCRRA

Information

8. Other
a. National Train Day Recap* - WCRRA

Information

* Enclosures

For questions regarding this material, please contact Andy Gitzlaff, Washington County Regional Railroad Authority at
(651) 430-4338.

Agenda Item #1a

Meeting Minutes
April 29, 2010
Cottage Grove City Hall, Council Chambers
7516 80th Street South
Cottage Grove
3:30 p.m.

Members Present:
Myra Peterson, Washington County
Joe Harris, Dakota County
Janice Rettman, Ramsey County
Barb Hollenbeck, City of Hastings
Jim Keller, Denmark Township
Jen Peterson, City of Cottage Grove
John Hunziker, St Paul Park
Corbin Hopkins, City of Newport
Cam Gordon, City of Minneapolis

Staff:
Josh Olson, Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority
Andy Gitzlaff, Washington County Regional Railroad Authority
Ken Bjornstad, Goodhue County
Additional Attendees:
Allen Lovejoy, St. Paul
Linda Jungwirth, Assistant to Commissioner Rettman
Michelle Dibble, Transit for Livable Communities

Ex-Officio Members Present:
Marc Mogan, Prairie Island Indian Community

Chair Peterson called the meeting to order at 3:39 p.m.
Agenda Item #1
Consent Items
a. Minutes of the February 25, 2010 Meeting
b. Checks and Claims
Commission Member Hunziker moved the approval of the Consent Items. Commission
Member Rettman recommended a correction in the minutes from February 25, 2010 on
Page Two, Agenda Item #3 the correct spelling for Betsy Leach’s last name, Leach. The
motion was seconded by Commission Member Hopkins and passed unanimously.

Agenda Item #2

CAC Appointments – WCRRA

Commission Chair Peterson indicated that Emily White would like to be a member of the
Citizen Advisory Committee, and she has also volunteered to attend the State Fair this
year.
Commission Member Hopkins agreed that Emily is a great addition and highly
recommended approval. Mr. Gitzlaff indicated there are two more appointments to the at
large positions which will fill the four at large position openings. These two new members
are: Jeff Holtz who is a current St Paul resident and Cottage Grove native, and Clarence
Soleim Jr. who goes by Skip, is a Denmark Township resident and a Hastings downtown
property owner as well as a former council member. Commission Member Hopkins
motioned to approve the three appointments to the CAC. The motion was seconded by
Commission Member Hunziker and passed unanimously.
Agenda Item #3

Union Depot Project Update – Mortenson Construction

Josh Olson provided an update on The Union Depot construction. He indicated the Ramsey
County Railroad Authority was pleased with the team they have assembled. Mortenson
Construction will be leading the team; URS is the rail transit team lead and HGA Architects
will be completing the architecture and historic preservation components of the project. The
project is currently on time and on budget, and in some cases ahead of achedule. The Rail
Authority is excited to unveil the design of the Union Depot to the Red Rock Corridor
Commission at the next meeting.
Agenda Item #4

Minnesota High Speed Rail Advocacy Update – On Board Midwest

Dennis Egan from On Board Midwest provided a presentation on the High Speed Rail
project. The St Paul Chamber of Commerce has spearheaded this effort and On Board
Midwest is working with the Chamber of Commerce and the business communities along
the river route in order to build the On Board Midwest coalition along the river route. This
does include the Wisconsin side of the river to ensure that high speed rail comes from
Chicago, into La Crosse, up the river, and into the Twin Cities.
He indicated that On Board Midwest is a coalition of people, businesses, elected officials,
and organization’s that support the High Speed Rail line project along the river route. On
Board Midwest is working with Mn/DOT in developing their state rail plan. Friends of On
Board Midwest include; various non profits, foundations and various port authorities. The
Minnesota Port Associations have endorsed the river route as the preferred route as
Minnesota moves forward with high speed rail. Other groups that are supportive of high
speed rail are convention and visitor groups as well as a variety of colleges. Additionally,
Wisconsin is a friend of On Board Midwest, including the Hudson-River Falls Coalition, who
also would like a commuter route to go from St Paul to Eau Claire, realizing a high speed
route will not stop in Hudson or River Falls. On Board is also meeting with The Empire
Builder Coalition from La Crosse, Wisconsin. By Wisconsin and Minnesota working
collaboratively to ensure the success of high speed rail, it will make it easier to get Federal
delegate support.
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Mr. Egan also indicated that they are using social media sources like Facebook, Twitter,
and Email. This has created a news source. By utilizing the social media they have become
a news source for local media to learn what is happening, and helping to publicize the
development of the rail. They are able to create their own press conferences, by using their
own cameras and bringing the people together and do not have to rely on the media to
arrive. OnBoard Midwest is also able to support and be a collaborative partner with the rail
commissions and Mn/DOT.
Mr. Egan discussed the videos that he will be presenting today. On Board has completed
five videos and will present two of them today. One takes place in Lake City and the other
in Red Wing. These videos have been put on websites and places like YouTube and have
received positive responses. Four DVD’s are complete, as well as one for the Empire Line
in La Crosse Wisconsin and they are currently working on one for Hastings to St Paul.
Agenda Item #5 Station Planning Study Update – Hay Dobbs
Tom Dobbs presented an update on station planning, to bring the Commission up to
speed on what’s been accomplished in the last month. He indicated that a variety of
analysis tasks are underway in the four communities within the Red Rock Corridor,
Lower Afton(St Paul), Newport, Cottage Grove and Hastings.
Station Area Analysis underway:
Traffic Analysis
Rail Analysis
Parking Needs/Projections,
Regional and Local Market Conditions
Environmental Analysis
Land Use
Parks and Trails
Natural Features
Specific Station Attributes
Mr. Dobbs presented an Analysis Diagrammatic Summary of the Four Stations.
In regards to the Lower Afton Station, he advised that the key consideration is fitting in
the park-and-ride facility both short-term and long-term as well as the rail platform, and
safe access to and from the station. Additionally, there is a large railroad yard to the
area to the north of the station. Placing the platform there and allowing these activities to
continue can be a challenge in the design. Commission Chair Peterson noted that that
current park-and-ride is at capacity almost every day.
Mr. Dobbs continued by presenting the analysis for the Newport Station. He indicated
that the challenge at this location is to get people to the platform. The access to the
platform needs to occur in the far eastern and northern side of the tracks with some sort
of elevated stair tower walkway going up and over the tracks. Access to the station is
provided by Maxwell Avenue and Glen Road from the Frontage Road on the south. The
main consideration at the Newport Station is how to thoughtfully create change in the
area to provide the opportunity to connect to the platform, allow for the park and ride
facilities and see this as an opportunity for re-development within the City of Newport.
He also referred to the visioning session that occurred the night before and indicated
that some interesting ideas came out of the session. Commission Member Gordon
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questioned where the actual platform will be. Mr. Dobbs indicated the approximate
location and that it would be a 600-foot-long platform that would accommodate the train
set used, but would allow for expansion over time. Commission Chair Peterson asked if
the platform would accommodate more than three cars, Mr. Dobbs indicated it would.
In reference to the Cottage Grove analysis, Mr. Dobbs informed the Commission that
they are wrestling with the selection of a station area. They are still analyzing the Hamlet
Park Station to the north and the Langdon Station to the south. The challenge is to
analyze the long-term development opportunity and how does this fit in the overall city
comprehensive plan as well as site amenities and access that would increase ridership.
He indicated that they have been working with Metro Transit and the City of Cottage
Grove to analyze these sites and make a thoughtful decision. He continued to present a
diagrammatic summary of the Hamlet Park location. He stated that the Hamlet Park
location is a current park and ride facility today that is sandwiched between the frontage
road, West Point Douglas Road, and the railroad tracks. In regard to start-up costs and
access, this location has existing ridership today and familiarity of location which is a
benefit. The downside is it bisects the site, and we are not looking at crossing the tracks.
The focus is the northwest and southeast section of the current park-and-ride. There is
sufficient land to do some development there, with it likely to surround the existing
parking. The challenge is what to do when the parking demand increases and the
parking needs to be expanded by going up. The issue is how that will then affect the
development surrounding the parking structure.
The Langdon Village Station has been identified by the City of Cottage Grove in their
comprehensive plan as the desired station location. Mr. Dobbs presented the
diagrammatic summary indicating the focus of two areas that could be used as the
platform, a long linear piece and the area west-southwest of the public works facility. He
referenced a benefit of this location is that there is a lot of developable land over the
long-term; yet a challenge for this could be the multiple owners of the land. The area
toward the east-southeast is owned by 3M and a meeting is scheduled next week with
them to discuss their intentions with this area. Additionally, there is a similar issue here
with crossing of the tracks, so all development will occur between West Point Douglas
Road and the platform. The County has proposed extending County Road 19, which will
provide better access. The current park-and-ride at Hamlet Park does have an issue
with accessing the parking area via the frontage roads. Entry can be made from the far
ends of the frontage road, and the entry from the north provides a circle going
underneath and over the tracks, and there are times when the train can be stopped on
the tracks and prevents entry to the frontage road. This is an issue in design that is
being taken into consideration.
The Hastings Station challenge is to provide a park-and-ride adjacent to the platform
and weave it carefully into the historic downtown area. The area to the east end of
downtown remains undeveloped and owned by the city. The challenge becomes how to
provide more than just a parking facility and weave it into the existing scale and
character of the historic downtown.
Mr. Dobbs informed the Commission Members that the first of the visioning sessions
occurred this week in Hastings and Newport. The main questions to be asked are: What
uses and amenities are fitting for the station areas in each community? What are the
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uses of the public space, both short-term and long-term? Should we allow for a variety of
scale, streetscape parking amenities, sustainability and landscape? This is the first step
in the public outreach process.
The schedule for the Public Process is as follows:
Focus Group Discussions, CAC, PMT are ongoing with chamber members and property
owners.
Visioning Session #1 (Spring 2010) – Big picture concepts and guiding principles
Visioning session #2 (Late Summer 2010) Refined, parcel specific land use concepts
Public Meeting #1 (Fall 2010)
Public Meeting #2 – Open House (early 2011)
Stakeholder input:
Site Information
Existing Development Proposals
Potential Development Idea
Additional Observations
Commission Member Hopkins indicated that he attended the first Visioning Session the
night before in Newport. It started at 6:00 P.M. and did not end until 8:45 P.M. It was a
very productive meeting with many ideas of development with a lot of different
approaches.
Commission Member Hollenbeck indicated that the Hastings meeting, earlier in the
week, was a success also. A lot of ideas were presented and all stakeholders and city
staff were on the same page as to their vision for the depot area.
Agenda Item #6
Legislative Update - WCRRA
a. State
Commission Chair Peterson recognized the efforts of Senator Katie Sieben for her
work on the Hastings bus bill. Commission Chair Peterson invited Senator Sieben to
provide the Commission with the legislative update at the state level. Senator
Sieben indicated that the Transportation Omnibus bill did pass the Senate this past
week, but there was a last minute effort to take out the Hastings Bridge Project.
Thankfully, that effort failed and the Hastings Bridge Project is still included in the
senate version of the bill. Senator Sieben requested that the Red Rock Corridor
Commission send letters of support to the conferees and the MN House of
Representative members along the Red Rock Corridor. Commission Member
Hunziker made a motion to have the Commission send letter of support to all
conferees; it was seconded by Commission Member Gordon and passed
unanimously.
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b. Federal
Mr. Gitzlaff presented the Federal update. He referenced that the Senate has now
released their transportation appropriations request for fiscal year 2011. He
reminded the Commission Members that Washington County had submitted a
request on behalf of the Red Rock Corridor Commission for bus service and capital
improvements to park-and-rides along the corridor to McCollum, Franken and
Klobuchar. So far, Klobuchar has put in a request for $500,000 and Franken has put
in a request for $1,000,000 for bus service and park-and-ride construction. Mr.
Gitzlaff also referred Commission Members to review the distributed listing of all the
rail and highway projects in the metro and the amount of investment requested by
the Minnesota Delegation. He highlighted one area which is in the southwest
transportation corridor of Cottage Grove and an appropriations request has been put
in near the proposed Langdon Station area. This could have an impact on the
development around the proposed station site. Commission Chair Peterson
proposed that the Red Rock Corridor Commission send a thank you to both Senator
Klobuchar and Franken.
Agenda Item #7

Chapter 152 Solicitation Update – WCRRA

Andy Gitzlaff provided an update on Chapter 152 Solicitation. In the 2008 Legislature
Session there were $58 million in trunk highway bonds allocated towards transit
improvements, the goal of the program is to provide highway transit advantages and capital
improvements that will support and encourage transit use in the trunk highway cores.
These funds may be used for capital improvements such as additional lanes for buses and
park- and-ride improvements. It is strictly for use in construction costs and not planning and
development. Much of these funds have been allocated to other projects, but there is a
remaining $20 million left over in trunk highway funds. Mn/DOT has put together a grant
solicitation process to distribute the remaining funds in the form of grant requests with a six
million dollar cap per project. There are two grant requests submitted along the Red Rock
Corridor, the first is from Washington County for $1.5 million for the park-and-ride in
Newport at the Knox building site. Washington County currently has a purchase agreement
to acquire this property. The second request is from the City of Hastings for $640,000 for
the construction of a park-and-ride in the city of Hastings. Both of these requests were
discussed at the last Red Rock Corridor meeting, and a motion was made to send letters of
support for these projects. Mr. Gitzlaff indicated that nine grant applications were received
totaling $24 million. Commission Members are encouraged to refer to the memo in regard
to the qualifying process and main scoring criteria in the grant selection process. He
anticipates that by the end of April there should be a recommendation made and a full
decision by June.
Agenda Item #8

Commission Advocacy and Conference Attendance - WCRRA

Mr. Gitzlaff reminded the Commission Members that the work plan and budget for the Red
Rock Corridor Commission does include $25,000 for Commission Members’ training,
national conferences and advocacy trips. RRCC has had a lot of new members over the
years and it would be beneficial for Commission Members to attend some upcoming
conferences. The staff has identified The Railvolution Conference in Portland, Oregon this
October 19-21 as a good conference that focuses on transit land use connection. The
average breakdown of costs for this conference is included in the memo. An additional
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advocacy trip to consider would be to Washington, D.C. later this year. Mr. Gitzlaff refers to
the memo again for the estimated costs involved with this event. The merits of these
opportunities are up for discussion today. Discussion could include, who should attend and
which costs should be incurred by the Commission. The Commission’s budget does allow
for reimbursement for airfare, lodging, registration fees and meals, yet there are no real
policies in place as to what is an allowable expense.
Discussion continued with Commission Chair Peterson inquiring if any members would like
to attend the conference in Oregon. Commission Member Hopkins expressed interest.
Commission Chair Peterson refers to the upcoming Transportation Alliance Conference in
Washington, DC. She indicated that many Washington County members are attending.
Commission Chair Peterson reminds all board members to look at their schedules for the
upcoming Transportation Alliance Conference, a two-day conference in Washington, DC.
Mr. Gitzlaff clarifies that the Board would look at the other groups going out to conferences
and would get Red Rock Board Members involved with them. In regard to the Railvolution
Conference, this item will be brought up for discussion at a future meeting.
Agenda Item #9
Other
a. National Train Day May 8th – WCRRA
Mr. Gitzlaff informs the Commission Members of Amtrak’s upcoming third-annual
National Train Day, commemorating the history of rail travel. There are many family
friendly events all over the country including some in the Twin Cities Area. The
Amtrak Midway Station will have exhibits depicting the past, present and future of
the railroad. The Red Rock Corridor Commission was invited to have a booth there,
and the station planning consultant team is putting together boards and displays, but
volunteers will be needed to staff the booth. Please contact Mr. Gitzlaff to set up the
schedule for the booth. Commission Chair Peterson questions if there is anyone
from the high speed rail coalition going to be at train day. Mr. Olson from Ramsey
County indicated that Ramsey County is having a small booth set up with handouts
that include some high speed rail information. Commission Member Rettman
inquires if it is possible for On Board Midwest to have a visual DVD presentation. Mr.
Egan indicated he is meeting with Ramsey County tomorrow and starting on Monday
will be participating in a five day blog.
b. Northstar Ridership Update
Commission Chair Peterson referred all members to their packets with the
document including the average ridership of the Northstar Line. The Twins
opening at Target Field had 500 riders for the first game and 2,055 riders for the
third game. She referenced the increasing ridership numbers since January
2010. Northstars ridership numbers will have an impact on our projected
ridership numbers.
There being no further business, Commission Member Jen Peterson moved a motion to
adjourn. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Member Hunziker and passed
unanimously.
The Commission adjourned at 4:55 p.m.
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Agenda Item #1b

DATE:

May 20, 2010

TO:

Red Rock Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

Checks and Claims

Attached is the
Hay Dobbs Invoice - SAP Study (April, 2010)

$ 36,936.52

TOTAL

Action Requested:

Approval

$ 36,939.52

Mn/DOT Contract No.85937
WCRRA Contract No. 5490

INVOICE NO.__09017.000-06_____
Original To:

Copy:

Re:

Project Manager: Andy Gitzlaff

Estimated Completion: _16.2___%

Washington County Regional Railroad Authority
Washington County Public Works Department
11660 Myeron Rd North,
Stillwater, MN 55082

(from Column 6 Progress Report)

Minnesota Department of Transportation
Consultant Services Section, Mail Stop 680
395 John Ireland Boulevard,
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Period Ending: _4/30/10_
Invoice Date: __05/14/10________

Mn/DOT Contract No. 85937
Contract Expiration Date: April 20, 2011
SP Number: NA
TH Number: NA
Project Description: Southeast Station Area Master Planning and Environmental Analysis

1. Direct Labor Costs:

Total
Contract
Amount
$466,751.00

Total
Billing
to Date
$117,233.69

Amount
Previously
Billed
$86,879.78

Billed
This
Invoice
$30,353.91

$60,533.00

$10,839.66

$9,644.93

$1,194.73

$565,170.00

$53,827.48

$48,439.60

$5,387.88

$0.00

$0.00

(See Exhibit _ for Breakdown)

2. Direct Expense Costs:
(See Exhibit _ for Breakdown)

3. Subcontractor Costs:
4. Miscellaneous Professional Services

$57,500.00

Net Earnings Totals:

$0.00

$1,149,954 $181,900.83
$144,964.31
Total Amount Due This Invoice:

Contractor: Complete this table when submitting
an Invoice for payment
Activity
Total
Amount
Billed This
Code
Billing to
Previously
Invoice
Date
Billed
1
$181,900.83 $144,964.31 $36,936.52

I certify that the above statement is correct and
payment has not been received.
Signature: __________________________________
Print Name: _Gary C. Hay

____________

Title: __President/Principal-in-Charge
Total*

$181,900.83 $144,964.31

$36,936.52
$36,936.52

___

$36,936.52

*Must Match Net Earnings Totals Above

For Consultant Services Use Only

Billing Address:
Hay Dobbs P.A.
220 South Sixth Street, Ste 165
Minneapolis, MN 55445
Telephone: (612) 338-4590
Approved for Payment: _______________________
Date: ______________________________________

-2–
(CSS Reviewed 4/20/2007)

Red Rock Corridor

Southeast Station Area Master Planning and Environmental Analysis
INVOICE COVER SHEET
Invoice No. 09017.000-6
Invoice Date 05/14/2010
INVOICE
AMOUNT

CONSULTANT
CONSUTLANT INVOICE #
HAY DOBBS P.A.
Task 01
Task 02
Task 03
Task 04
Task 05
Task 06
Task 07
Task 08
Task 09
Task 10
Task 11
Task 12
Direct Expenses

9017.001-7
9017.002-7
9017.003-6
9017.004-6
9017.005-1
9017.006-6
9017.008-3

9017.011-6
9017.013-6
HAY DOBBS P.A.

Subtotal

PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF
Task 01
Task 02
Task 03
Task 04
Task 05
Task 06
Task 07
Task 08
Task 09
Task 10
Task 11
Task 12
Direct Expenses

$5,016.60
$18,161.27
$382.33
$5,734.95
$176.46
$352.92
$0.00
$294.10
$0.00
$0.00
$235.28
$0.00
$1,194.73
$31,548.64

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF

Subtotal

$0.00

BONESTROO
Task 01
Task 02
Task 03
Task 04
Task 05
Task 06
Task 07
Task 08

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Task 09
Task 10
Task 11
Task 12
Direct Expenses
BONESTROO

Subtotal

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Subtotal

$0.00
$4,609.96
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$177.92
$4,787.88

Subtotal

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

TUNHEIM PARTNERS
Task 01
Task 02
Task 03
Task 04
Task 05
Task 06
Task 07
Task 08
Task 09
Task 10
Task 11
Task 12
Direct Expenses

09017.001-.011, No. 4

09017.001-.011, No. 4
TUNHEIM PARTNERS

DUAN
Task 01
Task 02
Task 03
Task 04
Task 05
Task 06
Task 07
Task 08
Task 09
Task 10
Task 11
Task 12
Direct Expenses
DUAN
PIERCE PINI & ASSOCIATES
Task 01
Task 02
Task 03
Task 04
Task 05
Task 06
Task 07
Task 08
Task 09
Task 10
Task 11

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Task 12
Direct Expenses
PIERCE PINI & ASSOCIATES

Subtotal

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Subtotal

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Subtotal

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$600.00
$0.00
$0.00
$600.00

INVOICE TOTAL

$36,936.52

LANDSCAPE RESEARCH
Task 01
Task 02
Task 03
Task 04
Task 05
Task 06
Task 07
Task 08
Task 09
Task 10
Task 11
Task 12
Direct Expenses
LANDSCAPE RESEARCH
PIXEL FARM DIGITAL MEDIA
Task 01
Task 02
Task 03
Task 04
Task 05
Task 06
Task 07
Task 08
Task 09
Task 10
Task 11
Task 12
Direct Expenses

PFI 3210C

PIXEL FARM DIGITAL MEDIA

Agenda Item #2a

DATE:

May 20, 2010

TO:

Red Rock Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

State Legislative Update

The provision, authored by Senators Sieben and Murphy, allowing the Minnesota Department of
Transportation (Mn/DOT) to spend State Road Construction Trunk Highway Funds in Fiscal
Year 2011 for a temporary bus service from Hastings to Minneapolis-St. Paul as part of the
Highway 61 Hastings Bridge reconstruction was included in the final Transportation Policy
Omnibus Bill passed by the Conference Committee on Saturday May 8th. However, the total
amount was reduced from up to $500,000 to up to $250,000. The Transportation Policy
Omnibus Bill is now awaiting signature by the Governor.
Action
Information

11660 Myeron Road North, Stillwater, Minnesota 55082-9573
Phone: 651-430-4300 • Fax: 651-430-4350 • TTY: 651-430-6246
www.redrockrail.org
Equal Employment Opportunity / Affirmative Action

MINNEAPOLIS

Suite 2200
100 Washington Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55401-2179
T 612.339.6900
F 612-339-0981

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Suite 210
415 Second Street, N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20002-4900
T 202.544.9840
F 202-544-9850

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Counties Transit Improvement Board

FR:

Dennis McGrann // Emily Gehrman

DT:

May 19, 2010

RE:

Federal Update

Below you will find an update for the Counties Transit Improvement Board (CTIB) on federal
transportation funding and policy initiatives in the second session of the 111th Congress.
Fiscal Year 2011 Appropriations Update
The House and Senate have released their FY2011 appropriations requests. CTIB priorities and
supported projects which were put forth by Members of the Minnesota Delegation are listed below.
Hearing schedules for consideration of FY11 appropriations bills have yet to be released but we will
update you as developments occur.
Project
Central Corridor
Southwest Corridor
Cedar Avenue
Bottineau Corridor
Interstate 94 Transit
Corridor
Northstar Ramsey
Station
Red Rock Corridor
Northstar Phase 2
Commuter Rail
Robert Street Corridor
Union Depot
Minneapolis
Interchange
Northern Lights Express

House Request // Member
$45,000,000 // Ellison
$3,000,000 // Ellison
N/A
$500,000 // Ellison

Franken Request
$45,000,000
$5,000,000
$1,000,000
$500,000

Klobuchar Request
$45,000,000
$3,000,000
$1,000,000
$500,000

$4,000,000 // McCollum

$4,000,000

$4,000,000

N/A

$1,400,000

$2,000,000

N/A

$1,000,000

$500,000

$5,000,000 // Ellison

$25,000,000

$25,000,000

N/A
N/A

$1,000,000
$5,000,000

$250,000
$1,000,000

$3,000,000 // Ellison

$5,000,000

$3,000,000

$3,000,000 // Oberstar

$3,000,000

$3,000,000

Lockridge Grindal Nauen Federal Relations Group
May 19, 2010

Climate Change Legislation // Transportation Issues
According to reports, the outline of a Senate climate change bill which was introduced on May 12th by
Senator John Kerry (D-MA) and Senator Joseph Lieberman (I-CT) included language that would direct
roughly $6 billion of the revenue that would be raised from selling pollution credits to producers and
importers of refined petroleum to the Highway Trust Fund. It is unclear how much money the motor
fuels portion of the measure would raise in total; reports indicate that the total has ranged from $20
billion to $60 billion.
The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) has said that all
revenue raised from motor fuels should go into the trust fund, particularly since Congress has had to
transfer general tax dollars three times in the past year and a half in order to keep the highway fund
solvent.
TIGER II
As we mentioned when the “Notice of Funding Availability” was issued, the Department of
Transportation recently announced availability for the Department's National Infrastructure Investment
Grant program (TIGER II). Funding under this program - which is very similar to the TIGER Grant
program authorized under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) - will be
awarded on a competitive, merit-based process. Projects eligible for funding include: highway/bridges,
passenger/freight rail transportation, and port infrastructure investments. Pre-applications are due by
July 16th, 2010 to assess eligibility, and final applications are due by August 23rd, 2010. Award
announcements will begin as early as September 15th, 2010.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

$600 million available
$140 million is reserved for projects in rural areas
$10 million minimum request - $200 million maximum request for urban projects
$1 million minimum for rural request
A maximum of $35 million will be awarded to transportation planning projects
Up to 80% federal share allowed on urban projects
Up to 100% federal share allowed on rural projects
Up to $150 million for the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA)
financing

Washington, DC Fly-In: April 21st-22nd
Members of the CTIB Board traveled to Washington, DC on April 21st and 22nd and participated in very
positive meetings with several members of our Minnesota Congressional Delegation as well as with
Federal Transit Administrator Peter Rogoff, Deputy Administrator Therese McMillan, and Executive
Director Matt Welbes.
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As always, Lockridge Grindal Nauen will continue to monitor these and any other pertinent
transportation issues. We will keep you updated as to the activities of the House and Senate
Appropriations Committee and their likely timeline for consideration of the Transportation
Appropriation bill. Please do not hesitate to contact Dennis McGrann at (202) 544-9840 or
dmmcgrann@locklaw.com or Emily Gehrman at (202) 544-9896 or ejgehrman@locklaw.com if you
have any questions or would like additional information.
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Agenda Item #3

DATE:

May 20, 2010

TO:

Red Rock Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

Red Rock State and Federal Funds

Background
The Red Rock Corridor Commission (RRCC) has historically funded its work through a
combination of funding contributions from the Regional Rail Authorities (Washington, Ramsey
County, Hennepin and Dakota Counties) and from monies received through State and Federal
sources.
The following state and federal funds are designated for the Red Rock Corridor:
Funding Sources
State Bonds (2005 & 2006)

$1,000,000

Federal 5339 Funds (2006 & 2007)
Federal 5309 Funds (2001 & 2002)

$3,050,000
$950,000

RRCC has identified a number of studies to be completed with the remaining state and federal
funds designated for the Red Rock Corridor. These studies are either in process or have
identified work scopes. Federal funds require a 20% local match. In addition, State bonding
funds cannot be used for studies and the specific language of these bills limits the eligible tasks
to preliminary engineering and environmental work along the Red Rock Corridor. These
restrictions have made it difficult to find eligible tasks to use these funds on before they are set
to expire at the end of 2010.
In order to maximize the use of both State and Federal funds, in April 2009 the RRCC approved
the distribution of the $1,000,000 in state bonding monies to the Ramsey County Regional
Railroad Authority (RCRRA) for the reimbursement of eligible preliminary engineering work for
the Union Depot. In return, RCRRA agreed to provide in-kind matches of their levy funds to
match federal funds for the completion of the following studies identified in the RRCC workplan.

Southeast Station Area and Site Master Planning
East Metro Rail Capacity and Engineering
Improvements Study
Economic Analysis of the Union Depot
Coordination of Corridors into Union Depot
East Metro Travel Time benefit Study

Local Match (20%)
$237,000
$400,000

Total Project Cost
$1,187,500
$2,000,000

$42,500
$72,000
$250,000

$212,500
$350,000
$1,250,000
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Recent Developments
Due to pre-design requirements governing the use of State bonds, the Union Depot is unable to
utilize Red Rock’s State Bonds. The RCRRA hired an at-risk construction manager to expedite
completion of the project, which eliminated the need for standard pre-design work.
This development will require the RRCC to develop a plan of action for the use of the State
bond funds before they expire at the end of 2010.
Recommendation
The specific language of the State bonding bills was amended this session to allow flexibility for
the funds to be used for additional tasks including land acquisition, final design and
construction.
Staff has inquired about and received preliminary approval from the Metropolitan Council for
$400,000 of the $1,000,000 in State bond funds to be used as the local match for the East
Metro Rail Capacity and Engineering Improvements Study that is being led by RCRRA on
behalf of the RRCC.
The remaining $600,000 in State Bond funds could be used for eligible work at a park-and-ride
along the Corridor. The City of Hastings had previously prepared preliminary plans and cost
estimates for the design and construction of a park-and-ride lot on city-owned property at the
Hastings Depot site. The site could initially serve as a park-and-pool lot until express bus
service and eventual commuter rail service is provided. According to City of Hastings Staff, this
project is ready to go and the bonds could be put to use before the end of the year deadline.
Due to the Union Depot being ineligible for Red Rock bond funds, the RCRRA no longer has the
funding capabilities to provide the entire $1,000,000 local match for all of the studies identified
above. Additionally, the RCRRA should not bare the entire cost to match all four studies since
the benefits for most of these studies are shared by the Corridor and are not specific to an
individual Regional Railroad Authority. Staff has identified the following adjustments for the
RRCC workplan in order to equitably balance the funding contributions between the partner
Regional Railroad Authorities:
• RCRRA would no longer be responsible for matching the East Metro Rail Capacity and
Engineering Improvements Study. State bond funds would be used to provide the
$400,000 local match to federal funds.
• RCRRA would continue to be responsible for providing the $42,500 local match for the
Economic Analysis of the Union Depot Study. The study primarily benefits Ramsey
County and the study area is entirely in Ramsey County.
• The RCRRA through an existing cooperative agreement with WCRRA has committed to
providing the $237,500 local match to federal funds for the Southeast Station Area
project. However, with the ineligibility of the Union Depot to receive Red Rock’s state
bond funds, the RCRRA should not be solely responsible for providing the local match
to a study that has benefits that go beyond Ramsey County. A more equitable funding
formula is needed that better represents the benefits derived from the Study. One option
for doing this is to base the formula on the number of stations covered by the study.
This would result in the following:
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Rail
Authority
RCRRA
WCRRA
DCRRA
HCRRA*

Number of Stations
1
2
1
0

Percentage of
Project
25%
50%
25%
0%

Total Contribution
$
$
$
$

59,375
118,750
59,375
0

Note: Hennepin County Regional Railroad Authority is not included in this formula because they
are already providing the local match for Minneapolis Intermodal study.

If implemented, the WCRRA and DCRRA would be responsible for paying its share of
the Station Area Master Planning project as part of the 2011 funding contribution. If any
fund balance is remaining at the end of 2010, those funds could potentially be used to
pay a portion of these costs.
•

The funding contribution for the local match for the additional studies ($376,250) that
have not been started would need be determined once those projects are closer to
startup.

Action
This is a Discussion item. A resolution(s) will be brought back for approval at the next Red
Rock Corridor Commission meeting in June.
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Agenda Item #7

DATE:

May 20, 2010

TO:

Red Rock Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

Commission Advocacy and Conference Attendance

The Red Rock Corridor Commission’s 2010 approved Work Plan and Budget includes the
expenditure of funds for attendance at national conferences, training activities and advocacy
trips to Washington D.C.
At the Red Rock Corridor Commission meeting in April the Commission discussed the merits of
a potential advocacy trip to Washington D.C. later this year and attending the Railvolution
Conference in Portland, Oregon in October.
The Commission recommended that individual Commission members should consider joining
other advocacy trips that are already planned such as the Transportation Alliance D.C. Fly-in
scheduled for June 8-10. A few members also expressed interest in attending the Railvolution
Conference if their schedules permit them to go. At the meeting no decisions were made as to
what cost if any should be reimbursed by the Commission. The direction was to bring this item
back for further discussion at a future meeting.
The Corridor Commission budget allows reimbursement for items such as airfare, lodging,
registration fees and meals. However, a policy is not in place regarding who should attend and
which costs should be reimbursed by the Commission. It would be helpful to have a policy in
place for travel and attendance so the Commission could adequately evaluate future
opportunities.
Action
Direct Staff to prepare a draft travel and attendance policy for the Red Rock Corridor
Commission
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Agenda Item #8a

DATE:

May 20, 2010

TO:

Red Rock Corridor Commission

FROM:

Staff

RE:

May 8th National Train Day Recap

Amtrak’s held its third annual National Train Day on May 8, 2010. National Train Day
commemorates the 141st anniversary of the first transcontinental railroad’s inception by bringing
to life the rich narrative of how trains transformed America. An exhibitor booth featuring the
Red Rock Corridor was on display at the National Train Day Event held at the Amtrak Midway
Station.
According to event organizers there were over 5,000 people visitors that walked through the
door. The Red Rock exhibitor booth, as well as the booths for other Twin Cites transit corridors,
was very popular and well received by the public. We went through almost all of our
promotional materials which included Red Rock logo coloring sheets for the kids, a few Red
Rock baseball caps and over 300 of our 4-page fact sheets.
The display can also be used for other metro wide events and events within corridor
communities to promote the corridor and build excitement for the Station Area Planning project
Action
Information
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